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Hitler postcard found in World War I project

A previousl\ unknown postcard sent b\ Adolf Hitler when he was a soldier in World War I has been

uncovered in a European histor\ project.

HiWleU'V poVWcaUd, VenW in 1916 Zhen he ZaV UecoYeUing fUom a ZaU ZoXnd, ZaV foXnd in MXnich, GeUman\.

O[foUd UniYeUViW\ iV pUoYiding e[peUW adYice Wo Whe EXUopeana 1914-1918 pUojecW Zhich UXnV hiVWoU\ UoadVhoZV.

When Whe poVWcaUd ZaV idenWified, Whe XniYeUViW\'V DU SWXaUW Lee Vaid he "felW a VhXddeU UXn WhUoXgh me".

"I foXnd iW haUd Wo belieYe WhaW aW a local eYenW Wo UecoUd oUdinaU\ people'V VWoUieV, I ZaV Veeing a pUeYioXVl\ XnknoZn

docXmenW in HiWleU'V oZn hand," Vaid DU Lee.

'Unsettling'
He Va\V WhaW fUom hiV pUeYioXV ZoUk aV a medieYaliVW he ZaV XVed Wo "holding incUedibl\ UaUe docXmenWV", bXW he Va\V

WheUe ZaV "VomeWhing XnVeWWling aboXW WhiV".

"I ZaV WoXching VomeWhing WhaW HiWleU had WoXched. EYeU\Whing UXVheV WhUoXgh \oXU mind," he Vaid.

The poVWcaUd ZaV VenW Wo KaUl Lan]hammeU, a deVpaWch UXnneU in Whe Vame UegimenW, Zhen Whe 27-\eaU-old HiWleU ZaV

UecXpeUaWing fUom injXUieV aZa\ fUom Whe fUonW.

DU ThomaV WebeU, an aXWhoUiW\ on HiWleU dXUing WoUld WaU I, Va\V Whe oWheU coUUeVpondence pUeYioXVl\ knoZn Wo

haYe been ZUiWWen b\ HiWleU aW WhiV Wime ZaV alVo VenW Wo felloZ VoldieUV in hiV UegimenW.

He Va\V iW VXggeVWV Whe idea of Whe ZaUWime aUm\ aV HiWleU'V "VXUUogaWe famil\".

"EYeU\ oWheU VoldieU ZoXld haYe been ZUiWing back home," he Va\V.

The poVWcaUd, Zhich WalkV aboXW going Wo Whe denWiVW, alVo indicaWeV WhaW HiWleU ZanWed Wo geW back Wo Whe fUonW - Zhich DU

WebeU Va\V ZaV "highl\ XnXVXal" aW WhiV VWage of Whe ZaU, eYen among Whe moVW paWUioWic.

DU WebeU, fUom AbeUdeen UniYeUViW\'V hiVWoU\ depaUWmenW, Va\V iW UeYealV an XUge Wo UeWXUn Wo Whe "cloVeVW Vocial

neWZoUk" WhaW he had knoZn Vince Whe deaWh of hiV moWheU.

IW alVo conWainV a Vpelling miVWake in Whe GeUman ZoUd foU immediaWel\ - Vpelling iW aV "VoffoUW" UaWheU Whan "VofoUW".

B\ Sean Coughlan
BBC NeZV edXcaWion coUUeVpondenW
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DU WebeU Va\V VXch glimpVeV of Whe \oXng HiWleU aUe e[WUemel\ UaUe - noW leaVW becaXVe Zhen he ZaV in poZeU, HiWleU

"diligenWl\ deVWUo\ed" man\ docXmenWV aboXW hiV eaUlieU life.

PUeYioXV VWXdieV b\ DU WebeU haYe UeYealed HiWleU'V aWWempWV Wo "Ue-inYenW" hiV ZaUWime e[peUience - ZiWh Whe hiVWoUian

VhoZing hoZ a JeZiVh officeU had Uecommended HiWleU foU a medal.

The oUiginal UecipienW of Whe poVWcaUd died in MaUch 1918 - bXW Whe caUd ended Xp in Whe handV of a collecWoU, ZhoVe

Von bUoXghW iW Wo a famil\ hiVWoU\ UoadVhoZ eYenW in MXnich, aV paUW of Whe EXUopeana 1914-1918 pUojecW.

IW ZaV aXWhenWicaWed b\ e[peUWV and afWeU being digiWall\ UecoUded, Whe poVWcaUd ZaV UeWXUned Wo iWV pUiYaWe oZneU.

ThiV hiVWoU\ pUojecW iV gaWheUing eYidence of indiYidXal people'V VWoUieV fUom WoUld WaU I - in pUepaUaWion foU eYenWV

maUking Whe cenWenaU\ of Whe ZaU'V oXWbUeak.

IW ZanWV Wo pUeVeUYe digiWall\ ZaUWime phoWogUaphV, leWWeUV and docXmenWV held pUiYaWel\ b\ familieV - ZiWh feaUV WhaW

mXch of WhiV infoUmaWion mighW be loVW.

PreserYing eYidence
The hiVWoU\ pUojecW, deYeloped fUom an oUiginal Vcheme aW O[foUd UniYeUViW\, iV fXnded b\ Whe EXUopean Union and iV

collecWing maWeUial in a nXmbeU of EXUopean coXnWUieV.

AV Zell aV in BUiWain and GeUman\, WheUe haYe been UoadVhoZ eYenWV in IUeland, LX[emboXUg, SloYenia and DenmaUk,

ZiWh people inYiWed Wo bUing in WheiU memoUabilia and peUVonal VWoUieV.

ThiV haV inclXded iWemV Zhich illXVWUaWe peUVonal VWoUieV of VXUYiYal in ZaU.

A Bible caUUied b\ a GeUman VoldieU, KXUW GeileU, ZaV bUoXghW in b\ hiV gUandVon. IW VWill caUUied Whe VhUapnel Zhich

had been embedded in iWV pageV - fUom a gUenade Zhich had killed VoldieUV Zho VlepW beVide him.

"I am heUe Wo VhoZ hoZ a famil\ VWoU\ can acWXall\ become paUW of Whe collecWiYe memoU\ of EXUope," Vaid Whe

gUandVon, MaUkXV GeileU.

A 100-\eaU-old man, SlaYko ZXpan, bUoXghW in a ZaUWime objecW Wo a UoadVhoZ in SloYenia - a Zooden cUoVV caUYed b\

RXVVian pUiVoneUV of ZaU, Zho had XVed VXch cUafWZoUk Wo WUade ZiWh localV. IW haV been in hiV famil\ Vince 1916.

The pUojecW, Zhich inclXdeV Whe BUiWiVh LibUaU\ aV paUWneU, haV gaWheUed 45,000 objecWV, inclXding peUVonal

WeVWimonieV.

Passing generations
Joan Almond, aged 85, bUoXghW in heU faWheU'V W\pe-ZUiWWen accoXnW of ZaU Wo a UoadVhoZ in PUeVWon.

She Vaid: "I Whink Whe ZaU mXVW haYe haXnWed him a loW, eVpeciall\ Zhen \oX Uead hiV accoXnW. M\ moWheU XVed Wo

encoXUage him Wo ZUiWe doZn hiV e[peUienceV and WhiV Veemed Wo haYe a calming inflXence."

HeU faWheU, John SWaffoUd, pUoYided a gUaphic accoXnW of Whe hoUUoUV of ZaU, Zhen he ZaV injXUed aW Whe Somme.

"I dUeZ m\ cloWhing oYeU m\ leg and la\ on m\ back, diVheaUWened be\ond ZoUdV.

"ThaW e[plained Zh\ m\ ZoXndV bXUned Vo inWenViYel\. EYenWXall\ Whe maggoWV VpUead oYeU m\ leg fUom hip Wo knee

and When VeWWled on Whe oWheU leg...

"OccaVionall\ I looked aW WheiU VZelling Uh\Whm, When finall\ WXUned aZa\ in diVgXVW."
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TKHUH LV DOVR D VHQVH RI JDWKHULQJ ZDUWLPH LQIRUPDWLRQ EHIRUH LW LV ORVW. OQH XQLTXH VHW RI IDPLO\ SKRWRJUDSKV FROOHFWHG

IRU WKH SURMHFW KDG EHHQ UHVFXHG IURP D VNLS.

"PHRSOH SDVV WKHLU VWRULHV GRZQ WKHLU IDPLOLHV, DQG LQ EXURSHDQD ZH KDYH IRXQG WKH PHDQV WR SUHVHUYH WKHP IRU IXWXUH

JHQHUDWLRQV, DQG PDNH WKHP XQLYHUVDOO\ DFFHVVLEOH," VDLG JLOO CRXVLQV, EXURSHDQD'V H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRU.

"PHRSOH DUH FDSWLYDWHG E\ LW," VDLG DU LHH.
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